
 

Praying the ʿĪd Prayer at Home  
 
Many communities globally will be unable to pray the ʿĪd Prayer 
in congregation due to the current outbreak of the Coronavirus 
and the restrictions in place, which has led many Muslims to pose 
the question: Do we pray the ʿĪd Prayer at home, and if so, then 
how? The aim is to concisely address this issue – Allāh Willing.  
 
1. Can we pray the ʿĪd Prayer at home in such circumstances? 

 
If it is not possible to pray the ʿĪd Prayer in congregation, then 
it is similar to when a person misses the ʿĪd Prayer along with 
the Imām.   
 
The correct stance regarding this issue is that stated by Imām 
al-Bukhārī in his Ṣaḥīḥ “Chapter: If he misses the ʿĪd Prayer, 
then he prays two Rakʿah.”1 
 

 
 
Imām al-Bukhārī () said: 
 
“The same applies to the women and those who are at home 
and in the villages based on the saying of the Prophet 

 
1 Bukhārī (1/312), Salafīyah print. 



(): ‘O people of Islam, this is our ʿĪd.’2 And Anas b. Mālik 
() commanded his freed slave Ibn Abū ʿUtbah [in some 
versions: Ghanīyah] at al-Zāwiyah3 to collect his family and 
children, and he led them in Prayer similar to the Prayer 
offered by the people of a town, and he said the Takbīr similar 
to theirs. ʿ Ikrimah said: ‘The villagers should gather on the day 
of ʿĪd and offer two Rakʿah as the Imām does.’ ʿAṭā’ said: 
‘Whoever misses it [the ʿĪd Prayer] should pray two Rakʿah.’” 

 
Al-Ḥāfiẓ Ibn Ḥajr () commented upon this saying: 
 
“In this chapter heading there are two rulings: 
 
- It is legislated to make up the ʿĪd Prayer if the person 

misses it with the congregation, whether out of necessity 
or by choice. 
 

- That it is to be prayed as two Rakʿah, as it is normally 
prayed.”4  

 
2. What is the basis for this? 

 
It is authentically narrated that: “When Anas () missed 
the ʿĪd Prayer with the Imām, he gathered his family and lead 
them in Prayer just as the Imām prays the ʿĪd Prayer.”5 
 

3. How is the ʿĪd Prayer to be prayed at home? 

 
2 Ibn Ḥajr mentioned that he did not come across this exact wording, but there are 
other authentic texts that convey this meaning. See Fatḥ al-Bārī (2/475). 
3 A place near Baṣrah.  
4 Fatḥ al-Bārī (2/474-475), al-Maktabah al-Salafīyah print. 
5 Cited by Bukhārī in his Ṣaḥīḥ in Muʿallaq form. The complete chain was mentioned 
by Ibn Abū Shaybah in his Muṣannaf (no. 5853). The wording here is that collected by 
al-Bayhaqī (no. 6307). 



 
It is apparent from the aforementioned narrations cited by 
Bukhārī that the ʿĪd Prayer is to be prayed as it is normally 
prayed in congregation with the Imām.  
 
So, it is to be prayed as two Rakʿah where the Imām recites 
aloud, and the additional Takbīrāt are also pronounced. 
 
Imām Mālik () said: 
 
“Whoever prays the ʿĪd Prayer alone, whether it be a man or a 
woman, then I hold that they should say seven Takbīrāt prior 
to reciting in the first Rakʿah and five in the second prior to 
reciting.”6 
 

4. In this situation, does the male who led the ʿĪd Prayer at home 
give the Khuṭbah [sermon] after praying? 
 
The Permanent Committee stated concerning the one who 
missed the ʿĪd Prayer: 
 
“Whoever missed the ʿĪd Prayer and would like to pray it, then 
they should pray it the same way as it is usually prayed 
without delivering the Khuṭbah [sermon] after it. This is the 
position of Imām Mālik, al-Shāfiʿī, Aḥmad, al-Nakhaʿī and 
others from the people of knowledge. The basis for this is his 
saying (): ‘When you come to pray, then proceed with 
calmness and tranquility; pray that which you catch and make 
up what you missed.’…” 

 

 
6 Muwaṭṭa (no. 592/1:230) via the narration of Abū Musʿab al-Zuhrī, Risālah print. 



 
 
Some have stated that the same applies to our current 
predicament and that the ʿĪd Prayer is established at home 
without delivering the sermon afterwards. This seems to be 
correct – and Allāh knows best - as there is no mention that 
Anas delivered the sermon after he prayed the ʿĪd Prayer with 
his family. However, we await the verdict of the senior 
scholars before definitively adopting this view, especially 
since in our situation it is possible that no ʿĪd Prayer will be 
established in congregation in some lands nor will any 
Khuṭbah be delivered at all.   
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